




T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  A  G R E A T  C I T Y :  H I A L E A H  



H I A L E A H  I N  T H E  1 9 2 0 S  
F o u n d i n g  o f  H i a l e a h  ( 1 9 2 1 ) - H i a l e a h  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y
a v i a t i o n  p i o n e e r  G l e n n  C u r t i s s  a n d  c a t t l e m a n  J a m e s  H .
B r i g h t .  T h e  c i t y  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 9 2 5 .  C u r t i s s  a n d
B r i g h t  e n v i s i o n e d  H i a l e a h  a s  a  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c o m m u n i t y ,
a n d  i t  q u i c k l y  g r e w  d u e  t o  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  a n d  t h e
e f f o r t s  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s .  

M i a m i - H i a l e a h  F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t  R a i l w a y  L i n e  ( 1 9 2 4 ) - T h e
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  M i a m i - H i a l e a h  F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t
R a i l w a y  l i n e  a n d  t h e  M i a m i  R i v e r  C a n a l  S w i n g  B r i d g e  i n
1 9 2 4  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e n h a n c e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d
c o n n e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e
m o v e m e n t  o f  g o o d s  a n d  p e o p l e ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  H i a l e a h ’ s
g r o w t h .  •  

H i a l e a h  W o m e n ’ s  C l u b  ( 1 9 2 4 ) - T h e  H i a l e a h  W o m e n ’ s  C l u b
o p e n e d  t h e  t o w n ’ s  f i r s t  l i b r a r y  i n  1 9 2 4 .  T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n
p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h
a c c e s s  t o  b o o k s  a n d  a  s p a c e  f o r  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  

F l o r i d a  L a n d  B o o m  ( 1 9 2 4 - 1 9 2 6 ) - H i a l e a h  e x p e r i e n c e d  r a p i d
g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  F l o r i d a  l a n d  b o o m ,  a t t r a c t i n g  i n v e s t o r s
a n d  n e w  r e s i d e n t s .  T h i s  p e r i o d  s a w  a  s u r g e  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e
c i t y ’ s  e x p a n s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b o o m  a l s o  l e d  t o  e c o n o m i c
c h a l l e n g e s  w h e n  i t  e n d e d .  

H u r r i c a n e  o f  1 9 2 6 - I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 2 6 ,  a  d e v a s t a t i n g
h u r r i c a n e  s t r u c k  H i a l e a h ,  c a u s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  d a m a g e  t o
t h e  c i t y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  s h o w e d
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  r e c o v e r e d ,  c o n t i n u i n g  i t s  g r o w t h
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s
H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  R e o p e n s  ( 1 9 3 2 ) -  A f t e r  b e i n g  c l o s e d  d u e  t o  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n ,
H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  r e o p e n e d  i n  1 9 3 2 .  I t  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  h o r s e
r a c i n g  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  K n o w n  f o r  i t s  b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n s  a n d  f l a m i n g o s ,  t h e  t r a c k
a t t r a c t e d  m a n y  v i s i t o r s  a n d  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  r e o p e n i n g
m a r k e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e c o v e r y  a n d  g r o w t h  f o r  H i a l e a h .

I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  T o t a l i s a t o r  ( 1 9 3 2 ) -  I n  1 9 3 2 ,  H i a l e a h  P a r k  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t
t o t a l i s a t o r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  m e c h a n i c a l  d e v i c e  w a s  u s e d  t o  r e c o r d  a n d  d i s p l a y  b e t s
a t  t h e  r a c e t r a c k ,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  t h e  b e t t i n g  p r o c e s s  b y  m a k i n g  i t  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d
t r a n s p a r e n t .  T h e  t o t a l i s a t o r ’ s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  i n  t h e
h o r s e  r a c i n g  i n d u s t r y .

H i a l e a h  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  E x p a n s i o n  ( 1 9 3 0 s ) -  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  t h e  H i a l e a h  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t
e x p a n d e d  i t s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  n e w  f i r e  e n g i n e s  a n d
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  f i r e  a l a r m  s y s t e m .  T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  e n h a n c e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s
a b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  e m e r g e n c i e s  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  •  

E c o n o m i c  R e c o v e r y  a n d  G r o w t h  ( L a t e  1 9 3 0 s ) -  D e s p i t e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t
D e p r e s s i o n ,  H i a l e a h  e x p e r i e n c e d  e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  a n d  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s .  N e w
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  e m e r g e d ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  e x p a n s i o n .  T h i s
p e r i o d  o f  r e c o v e r y  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  H i a l e a h ’ s  f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y .

C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  I m p r o v e m e n t s  ( 1 9 3 0 s ) -  T h e  1 9 3 0 s  s a w  s i g n i f i c a n t
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  H i a l e a h .  N e w  s c h o o l s ,  r o a d s ,  a n d
p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .  T h e s e
d e v e l o p m e n t s  w e r e  c r u c i a l  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c i t y ’ s  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e
o f  c o m m u n i t y .  



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s
W o r l d  W a r  I I  I m p a c t  ( 1 9 4 0 s ) -  D u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  H i a l e a h  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e
w a r  e f f o r t .  T h e  H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  m i l i t a r y
p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y ’ s  e c o n o m y  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

P o s t - W a r  E c o n o m i c  B o o m  ( L a t e  1 9 4 0 s ) -  A f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  H i a l e a h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  p o s t - w a r
e c o n o m i c  b o o m .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  r a p i d l y  a s  v e t e r a n s  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  a n d  n e w  r e s i d e n t s
m o v e d  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  l e a d i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e d  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  b u s i n e s s  g r o w t h .

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  H i a l e a h  H o s p i t a l  ( 1 9 4 8 ) -  H i a l e a h  H o s p i t a l  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 4 8 ,
p r o v i d i n g  e s s e n t i a l  h e a l t h c a r e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  h o s p i t a l  b e c a m e  a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  h e a l t h c a r e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

E x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  H i a l e a h  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  ( 1 9 4 0 s ) -  T h e  H i a l e a h  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o
e x p a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 0 s ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  n e w  f i r e  s t a t i o n s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N e w  R e s i d e n t i a l  A r e a s  ( 1 9 4 0 s ) -  T h e  1 9 4 0 s  s a w  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  i n  H i a l e a h ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  h o m e s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t
c o m p l e x e s .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  c i t y ’ s  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r
h o u s i n g .



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s
E x p a n s i o n  o f  H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  ( 1 9 5 0 s ) -  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e
T r a c k  u n d e r w e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p a n s i o n s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h e  t r a c k  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t r a c t
l a r g e  c r o w d s  a n d  b e c a m e  a  p r e m i e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  h o r s e  r a c i n g  e n t h u s i a s t s .  I t s  b e a u t i f u l
g a r d e n s  a n d  f l a m i n g o s  r e m a i n e d  i c o n i c  f e a t u r e s .  

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  R e s i d e n t i a l  A r e a s  ( 1 9 5 0 s ) -  D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  1 9 5 0 s  s a w  a  b o o m  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  H i a l e a h .  N e w  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  T h i s  p e r i o d  m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e
c i t y ’ s  l a n d s c a p e ,  w i t h  m a n y  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  h o m e s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x e s  b e i n g  b u i l t .  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P e n n  M o t e l  ( 1 9 5 0 s ) -  T h e  P e n n  M o t e l ,  l o c a t e d  o n  O k e e c h o b e e  R o a d ,  w a s
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  I t  b e c a m e  a  p o p u l a r  l o d g i n g  o p t i o n  f o r  t r a v e l e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o
t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  m o t e l  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t
l o c a t i o n .  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  P e e - W e e  S o d a s  ( 1 9 5 0 s ) -  I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  P e e - W e e  s o d a s ,  b r e w e d  a n d
d i s t r i b u t e d  f r o m  H i a l e a h ,  b e c a m e  a  l o c a l  f a v o r i t e .  T h e s e  b o t t l e d  s o d a s  w e r e  p o p u l a r  a m o n g
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y .  T h e  s o d a  b r a n d  b e c a m e  a  n o s t a l g i c
s y m b o l  o f  t h e  e r a .  

O p e n i n g  o f  t h e  H i a l e a h  D r i v e - I n  T h e a t e r  ( 1 9 5 2 ) -  T h e  H i a l e a h  D r i v e - I n  T h e a t e r  o p e n e d  i n
1 9 5 2 ,  b e c o m i n g  a  p o p u l a r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  v e n u e  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .  I t  o f f e r e d  a  u n i q u e  m o v i e -
w a t c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e r e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  c o u l d  e n j o y  f i l m s  f r o m  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e i r
c a r s .  T h e  d r i v e - i n  t h e a t e r  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  l a n d m a r k  i n  H i a l e a h  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  e r a ’ s  l o v e  f o r  c i n e m a  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e s .  



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s
O p e n i n g  o f  t h e  H i a l e a h - M i a m i  L a k e s  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 6 5 ) -  H i a l e a h - M i a m i  L a k e s  H i g h  S c h o o l
o p e n e d  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e w  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e
s c h o o l  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  o f f e r i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  a c a d e m i c  a n d
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  p r o g r a m s  t o  s t u d e n t s .

D i a n e  C r u m p  B e c o m e s  t h e  F i r s t  F e m a l e  J o c k e y  ( 1 9 6 9 ) -  I n  1 9 6 9 ,  D i a n e  C r u m p  m a d e  h i s t o r y
b y  b e c o m i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  j o c k e y  t o  c o m p e t e  i n  a  p a r i - m u t u e l  r a c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t
H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k .  H e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b r o k e  g e n d e r  b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  s p o r t  a n d  p a v e d  t h e
w a y  f o r  f u t u r e  f e m a l e  j o c k e y s 1 .  

E x p a n s i o n  o f  H i a l e a h  H o s p i t a l  ( 1 9 6 0 s ) -  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  H i a l e a h  H o s p i t a l  u n d e r w e n t
s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p a n s i o n s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  N e w  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s
w e r e  a d d e d ,  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h c a r e  t o  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  W e s t l a n d  M a l l  ( 1 9 6 5 ) -  W e s t l a n d  M a l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  k n o w n  a s  W e s t l a n d  S h o p p i n g
C e n t e r ,  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 6 5 .  I t  b e c a m e  a  m a j o r  r e t a i l  h u b  i n  H i a l e a h ,  a t t r a c t i n g  s h o p p e r s  f r o m
a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  m a l l ’ s  o p e n i n g  m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b o o s t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y  a n d
p r o v i d e d  a  n e w  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  r e s i d e n t s 3 .

C u b a n  I m m i g r a t i o n  W a v e  ( 1 9 6 0 s ) -  T h e  1 9 6 0 s  s a w  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  w a v e  o f  C u b a n  i m m i g r a n t s
s e t t l i n g  i n  H i a l e a h ,  f l e e i n g  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l  i n  C u b a .  T h i s  i n f l u x  o f  C u b a n  r e s i d e n t s  g r e a t l y
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  d e m o g r a p h i c  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  i t s  r i c h
c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y .



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s
E l  D í a  N e w s p a p e r  B e g i n s  P u b l i c a t i o n  ( 1 9 7 0 ) -  E l  D í a ,  a  S p a n i s h - l a n g u a g e  n e w s p a p e r ,  b e g a n
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 0 .  I t  s e r v e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  H i s p a n i c  c o m m u n i t y  i n  H i a l e a h ,  p r o v i d i n g  n e w s  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  n e e d s .  

W e s t f i e l d  W e s t l a n d  S h o p p i n g  M a l l  O p e n s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) -  T h e  W e s t f i e l d  W e s t l a n d  s h o p p i n g  m a l l ,
o r i g i n a l l y  k n o w n  a s  W e s t l a n d  M a l l ,  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 7 1 .  I t  b e c a m e  a  m a j o r  r e t a i l  h u b  i n  H i a l e a h ,
a t t r a c t i n g  s h o p p e r s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  b o o s t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  

F o r m a t i o n  o f  K C  a n d  t h e  S u n s h i n e  B a n d  ( 1 9 7 3 ) -  K C  a n d  t h e  S u n s h i n e  B a n d ,  a  p o p u l a r
m u s i c a l  g r o u p  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  d i s c o  h i t s ,  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 7 3 .  T h e  b a n d  g a i n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
f a m e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s c e n e  i n  H i a l e a h  a n d  b e y o n d .

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  S a n t e r í a  C h u r c h  o f  L u k u m i  B a b a l u  A y e  ( 1 9 7 4 ) -  T h e  S a n t e r í a  C h u r c h  o f
L u k u m i  B a b a l u  A y e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 4 .  T h i s  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
r o l e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  A f r o - C u b a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  H i a l e a h .

F o u n d i n g  o f  C i t r u s  H e a l t h  N e t w o r k  ( 1 9 7 9 ) -  C i t r u s  H e a l t h  N e t w o r k  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,
p r o v i d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h c a r e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H i a l e a h .  T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n
b e c a m e  a  k e y  p l a y e r  i n  t h e  l o c a l  h e a l t h c a r e  s y s t e m ,  o f f e r i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  p r i m a r y  c a r e
s e r v i c e s .



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s
1 .  M a r i e l  B o a t l i f t  I m p a c t  ( 1 9 8 0 ) :  T h e  M a r i e l  B o a t l i f t  b r o u g h t  o v e r  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  C u b a n  r e f u g e e s  t o
S o u t h  F l o r i d a ,  w i t h  m a n y  s e t t l i n g  i n  H i a l e a h .  T h i s  i n f l u x  f u r t h e r  s h a p e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  d e m o g r a p h i c
p r o f i l e  a n d  a d d e d  t o  i t s  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y .  

2 .  H i a l e a h ’ s  A n n e x a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 0 s ) :  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  H i a l e a h  e x p a n d e d  i t s  c i t y  l i m i t s  b y
a n n e x i n g  s u r r o u n d i n g  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  a r e a s .  T h i s  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n
g r o w t h  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  l a n d  a r e a .  

3 .  P o l i t i c a l  S h i f t s  ( 1 9 8 0 s ) :  T h e  1 9 8 0 s  s a w  a  s h i f t  i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  a s  C u b a n - A m e r i c a n  l e a d e r s
b e g a n  t o  t a k e  o n  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e s  i n  H i a l e a h ' s  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  c h a n g e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e
g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  C u b a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

4 .  H i a l e a h  P a r k ’ s  T e m p o r a r y  C l o s u r e  ( 1 9 8 5 ) :  T h e  H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  t e m p o r a r i l y  c l o s e d
i n  1 9 8 5  d u e  t o  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h i s  c l o s u r e  m a r k e d  t h e  e n d  o f  a n  e r a  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c
v e n u e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  l a t e r  r e o p e n .  

5 .  R i s e  o f  H i s p a n i c  B u s i n e s s e s  ( 1 9 8 0 s ) :  T h e  1 9 8 0 s  s a w  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  H i s p a n i c -
o w n e d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  H i a l e a h .  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d
s o l i d i f i e d  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  H i s p a n i c  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 s
1 .  H i a l e a h ’ s  P o p u l a t i o n  B o o m  ( 1 9 9 0 s ) :  H i a l e a h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n o t h e r  s u r g e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g
t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,  b e c o m i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s  i n  F l o r i d a .  T h e  c i t y ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  w a s
d r i v e n  b y  b o t h  i m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  

2 .  C u l t u r a l  C e l e b r a t i o n s  ( 1 9 9 0 s ) :  T h e  1 9 9 0 s  s a w  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  f e s t i v a l s
i n  H i a l e a h ,  c e l e b r a t i n g  C u b a n  a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  h e r i t a g e .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  b e c a m e  a n  e s s e n t i a l
p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  i d e n t i t y .  

3 .  H i a l e a h  P a r k ’ s  H i s t o r i c  D e s i g n a t i o n  ( 1 9 9 0 ) :  I n  1 9 9 0 ,  H i a l e a h  P a r k  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  a
h i s t o r i c  s i t e .  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  h e l p e d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p a r k ' s  u n i q u e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y ,  e v e n
a s  i t s  r o l e  i n  h o r s e  r a c i n g  d i m i n i s h e d .  

4 .  G r o w t h  o f  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  I n d u s t r y  ( 1 9 9 0 s ) :  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,  H i a l e a h  s a w  g r o w t h  i n  t h e
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  l o c a l  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s
i n d u s t r y  b e c a m e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e m p l o y e r  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

5 .  E d u c a t i o n a l  E x p a n s i o n  ( 1 9 9 0 s ) :  T h e  1 9 9 0 s  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  H i a l e a h ,  w i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  n e w  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s a t e l l i t e
c a m p u s e s  f o r  l o c a l  c o l l e g e s ,  c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  2 0 0 0 s
1 .  R e o p e n i n g  o f  H i a l e a h  P a r k  ( 2 0 0 1 ) :  H i a l e a h  P a r k  R a c e  T r a c k  r e o p e n e d  i n  2 0 0 1  a f t e r  b e i n g
c l o s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  n o  l o n g e r  h e l d  t h e  s a m e  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  h o r s e  r a c i n g ,  t h e
p a r k  b e g a n  h o s t i n g  s i m u l c a s t  r a c e s  a n d  o t h e r  e v e n t s .  

2 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  S l o t  M a c h i n e s  a t  H i a l e a h  P a r k  ( 2 0 0 9 ) :  I n  2 0 0 9 ,  s l o t  m a c h i n e s  w e r e
i n t r o d u c e d  a t  H i a l e a h  P a r k ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  i t  i n t o  a  r a c i n o .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  m a r k e d  a  n e w
c h a p t e r  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  v e n u e ,  d i v e r s i f y i n g  i t s  r e v e n u e  s o u r c e s .  

3 .  E c o n o m i c  C h a l l e n g e s  ( 2 0 0 8 ) :  T h e  G r e a t  R e c e s s i o n  i m p a c t e d  H i a l e a h ’ s  e c o n o m y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
i t s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r .  M a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  f a c e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  j o b  l o s s e s  a n d
e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .  

4 .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M i l a n d e r  C e n t e r  f o r  A r t s  a n d  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  ( 2 0 0 5 ) :  T h e  M i l a n d e r  C e n t e r
f o r  A r t s  a n d  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  o p e n e d  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e w  c u l t u r a l  v e n u e  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .
T h e  c e n t e r  h o s t e d  v a r i o u s  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n c e r t s ,  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g a t h e r i n g s .  

5 .  U r b a n  R e d e v e l o p m e n t  I n i t i a t i v e s  ( 2 0 0 0 s ) :  T h e  c i t y  b e g a n  s e v e r a l  u r b a n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t
p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  2 0 0 0 s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  r e v i t a l i z i n g  o l d e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  2 0 1 0 s
1 .  R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  H i a l e a h  P a r k  ( 2 0 1 3 ) :  H i a l e a h  P a r k  u n d e r w e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e n o v a t i o n s  i n
2 0 1 3 ,  w i t h  u p d a t e s  t o  t h e  c a s i n o ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s
a i m e d  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e  p a r k ’ s  s t a t u s  a s  a  k e y  c i t y  l a n d m a r k .  

2 .  O p e n i n g  o f  H i a l e a h  G a r d e n s  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 2 0 1 5 ) :  T h e  o p e n i n g  o f  H i a l e a h  G a r d e n s  H i g h
S c h o o l  i n  2 0 1 5  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  s c h o o l
q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  

3 .  G r o w t h  o f  t h e  T e c h n o l o g y  S e c t o r  ( 2 0 1 0 s ) :  T h e  2 0 1 0 s  s a w  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e c t o r s  i n  H i a l e a h .  N e w  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  b e g a n  c o n t r i b u t i n g
t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y ,  d i v e r s i f y i n g  t h e  c i t y ’ s  e c o n o m i c  b a s e .

4 .  H i a l e a h ’ s  9 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  ( 2 0 1 5 ) :  I n  2 0 1 5 ,  H i a l e a h  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  9 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  c i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y ,  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,
a n d  v i b r a n t  c u l t u r e .  

5 .  I n c r e a s e d  F o c u s  o n  P u b l i c  T r a n s i t  ( 2 0 1 0 s ) :  T h e  c i t y  b e g a n  f o c u s i n g  o n  i m p r o v i n g  p u b l i c
t r a n s i t  o p t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 0 s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e x p a n s i o n s  o f  b u s  r o u t e s  a n d  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  b e t t e r
c o n n e c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r  M i a m i - D a d e  a r e a



H i a l e a h  i n  t h e  2 0 2 0 s
1 .  C O V I D - 1 9  P a n d e m i c  R e s p o n s e  ( 2 0 2 0 ) :  T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  h a d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  o n
H i a l e a h ,  a s  i t  d i d  g l o b a l l y .  T h e  c i t y  i m p l e m e n t e d  m e a s u r e s  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s u p p o r t
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c r i s i s .

2 .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n i t i a t i v e s  ( 2 0 2 0 s ) :  T h e  c i t y  h a s  l a u n c h e d  v a r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n i t i a t i v e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  p r o j e c t s  t o  i m p r o v e  g r e e n  s p a c e s ,  p r o m o t e  r e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  a d d r e s s  f l o o d i n g  a n d  o t h e r
c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .

3 .  F o c u s  o n  A f f o r d a b l e  H o u s i n g  ( 2 0 2 0 s ) :  T h e  c i t y  h a s  m a d e  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  a  p r i o r i t y  i n
t h e  2 0 2 0 s ,  w i t h  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a i m e d  a t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  

4 .  E x p a n s i o n  o f  H i a l e a h ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  D i s t r i c t  ( 2 0 2 0 s ) :  H i a l e a h  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  i t s
i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a t t r a c t i n g  n e w  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  j o b s  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  a n d
t e c h n o l o g y .  

5 .  H i a l e a h ’ s  C e n t e n n i a l  C e l e b r a t i o n  ( 2 0 2 5  a n t i c i p a t e d ) :  P r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  H i a l e a h ’ s  1 0 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  a r e  u n d e r w a y ,  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  p l a n n i n g  m a j o r  e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i t s
c e n t e n n i a l  i n  2 0 2 5 .  



Activity Plan: Creating a Hialeah City Guidebook 

Outcomes: Students will gain a deeper appreciation of their hometown and its cultural offerings. This activity
assists in developing research, writing, and digital design skills. Students contribute to their community by

creating a resource for others highlighting the best of the City of Hialeah. 



Step 1 Research: Research the city’s history, demographics, and what makes it unique compared to other cities in Miami-Dade
County, in Florida, and in the nation. 

Step 2 Create an Introduction to the City of Hialeah: The first part of your guidebook should begin with a brief introduction to
Hialeah, highlighting its history, unique places, cultural diversity, and plans for the future. 

Step 3 Plan the Content of Your Guidebook: Choose 5-10 places in Hialeah that you feel are must-visits. These could include: 
Historical sites: Amelia Earhart Park, Hialeah Park Racing & Casino. 
Cultural spots: Leah Arts District, Milander Center for Arts and Entertainment. 
Local eateries: Local Cuban bakeries, La Carreta, Chico's Restaurant. 
Recreational spots: Bucky Dent Water Park, Hialeah Trail Park. ○ Shopping hubs: Westland Mall, local boutiques, and
markets. 
Note: You may select sites not mentioned above, but all places of interest that you want to highlight must reside in the City of
Hialeah. 

Step 4 Write-ups: Write a brief description (100-200 words) for each place, including its history, significance, and what visitors can
expect. o Personal Touch: Add personal anecdotes or why you love each spot. This makes the guide more engaging and
authentic. 

Step 5 Design a Guidebook Cover: Create a catchy cover page with a title like "The Ultimate Hialeah Guide" and include their
name as the author. 

Activity Plan: Creating a Hialeah City Guidebook 



Activity Plan: Creating a Hialeah City Guidebook 

High School (9-12): 

Photography & Videography: Students should take or curate high-quality images and
videos that visually represent the places they cover. They might also create virtual tours or
video interviews. 

Graphic Design: Teach students advanced design principles. They can use tools like
Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, or Canva to create a polished, professional layout. 

Interactive Elements: Consider adding QR codes that link to videos, interactive maps, or
additional online content. 

Publishing: Consider publishing the guide online (e.g., as a PDF on the school’s website)
or printing copies for distribution. You could even collaborate with a local printer for a
professional finish. 



Activity Plan: Creating a Hialeah City Guidebook 

English Language Arts (ELA) B.E.S.T. Standards High School: 

ELA.9.C.1.4: Write expository texts to explain and analyze information from multiple sources,
incorporating evidence and analysis. 
ELA.10.C.1.4: Write expository texts to explain and analyze information, using a logical structure,
appropriate style, and tone. 
ELA.11.C.1.4: Write arguments in a logical structure, using credible evidence and demonstrating clear
reasoning.

Social Sciences Standards High School: 

SS.912.A.1.4: Analyze the impact of geographic and cultural factors on the development of regions. 
SS.912.G.1.3: Analyze geographic information from various sources to interpret and make decisions
about local issues.



HOMAGE TO HIALEAH: 
CREATE AN ORIGINAL POEM PROVIDING HOMAGE TO THE GREAT CITY OF HIALEAH

Writers have been expressing their feelings through poetry for centuries. Some poems are meant to make
readers laugh while some poems inspire deep emotion of pride and love. To celebrate and honor the City of

Hialeah’s Centennial, the following poetry prompts ask you to identify something or someone worth
celebrating in Hialeah and then write a tributary poem honoring the subject you’ve chosen.



HOMAGE TO HIALEAH: 
CREATE AN ORIGINAL POEM PROVIDING HOMAGE TO THE GREAT CITY OF HIALEAH

Tributes/Odes: Other poems make people think.
Tribute poems (or odes) express praise for the
poem’s subject. Odes can be written to honor
people, animals, objects, and abstract concepts.

The ode—originally accompanied by music and
dance, and later reserved by the Romantic poets to
convey their strongest sentiments—is a formal
address to an event, a person, or a thing not
present. The name comes from the Greek aeidein,
meaning to sing or chant, and belongs to the long
and varied tradition of lyric poetry. More information
may be found HERE.

https://poets.org/glossary/ode
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Grades 9-12: 

Read the ode “Give me the Streets of Manhattan” by Walt Whitman as a sample. Review hyperbole,
allusions, metaphors, similes, etc. used in the poem. Have students write their own ode about an
element of Hialeah (e.g., the coffee, culture, a leader, the city overall). Poems must be 10 lines or
more and be presented or represented in another art form (e.g. video, voiceover, presentation,
image, 3-d model, or a physical item brought in). 

Corresponding Senior High School ELA Standards:
ELA.12.C.1.2 Write complex narratives using appropriate techniques to establish multiple
perspectives and convey universal themes.
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Corresponding Florida Academic Standards for Social Sciences: 

 SS.912.G.2.1: Identify the physical characteristics and the human characteristics that define and
differentiate regions



THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN:
HIALEAH'S HISTORY FOR GRADES 9-12

Students will critically evaluate the historical significance of Hialeah, Florida, from its inception in 1920 to the present,
examining its role in the cultural and economic landscape of South Florida.

Materials: 
Primary source documents (newspapers, letters, photographs) 
Access to computers for research 
Essay prompt handouts

Introduction (20 minutes): 

Hook: Start with a primary source analysis activity. Provide students with a photograph or newspaper article from
Hialeah’s early years and ask them to analyze it in pairs. Discuss the importance of primary sources in understanding
historical context.



Activity (35 minutes): 

Research Project: 1.
Assign students the task of researching a significant event or trend in Hialeah’s history (e.g., its role in the post-WWII
economic boom, the impact of Cuban immigration, the development of the Hialeah Park Race Track). 
Students will write a 2-3 page essay analyzing the event/trend’s impact on Hialeah and its significance in Florida's
history

2. Peer Review: 
After writing, students will exchange essays with a peer for feedback, focusing on clarity, argument strength, and historical
accuracy.

THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN:
HIALEAH'S HISTORY FOR GRADES 9-12



Conclusion (20 minutes):
 Facilitate a class discussion on how Hialeah's history reflects broader trends in U.S. history. Encourage students to
consider how the city might continue to evolve in the future.

Assessment: Essays will be graded based on historical analysis, use of sources, and writing quality. Peer review
participation will also be considered.

Reflection:  Refer to the Thinking Like a Historian Handout (see final page) and talk to students about the skills
historian’s use to write, speak, and create information about history.

Standards 
SS.912.A.1.2: Analyze, interpret, and challenge historical events using primary and secondary sources.
SS.912.A.3.13: Examine key events and issues that impacted Florida’s economic, social, and cultural landscape.

THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN:
HIALEAH'S HISTORY FOR GRADES 9-12





VIew “Think Historically” Video

https://teachinghistory.org/historical-thinking-intro






HIALEAH HERO









This activity guide is designed to help students explore significant historical events related to Hialeah through acting and improvisation. By
embodying characters and reenacting events, students will gain a deeper understanding of Hialeah's history in an interesting, fun, and engaging
way. The lesson is adaptable for all grade levels from K to 12, with variations that cater to different age groups. The goal is for the students to
perform a scene depicting a significant event that occurred in Hialeah.

Materials: 
Costume pieces and props (hats, scarves, simple props) 
Printed images and brief descriptions of the selected historical event
Fun fact sheets about the chosen event
Recording device for filming the final scene (optional)

ACTIVITY GUIDE FOR HISTORICAL EVENTS ABOUT HIALEAH: 
ACTING AND IMPROVISATION
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Activities:

1. Choose a significant event in the history of Hialeah (e.g., Hialeah's incorporation in 1925 and the construction of Hialeah Park Race Track for horse racing). 

2. Research the chosen event and create a story to be improvised by the students. 

3. Read the main events and character descriptions related to the chosen historical event aloud to the students. This helps set the context and provides a clear
understanding of the storyline. 

4. Distribute roles to the students or let them choose their characters. Ensure each student understands their character's background, goals, and significance to the
event. 

5. Provide simple costume pieces and props to help students identify with and embody their characters. This makes the activity more engaging and helps students get
into character. 

6. Guide the students through improvising their lines and actions. Explain each character’s goals and the sequence of events. Encourage them to follow the logic of the
historical event while improvising. 

7. Prepare the performance area. Ensure all students are ready with their costumes and props. Arrange the space to reflect the setting of the historical event. 

8. Allow the students to improvise the story based on the historical event. Encourage creativity while ensuring they stay true to the main facts and logic of the event. 

9. Provide constructive feedback after the initial improvisation. Point out any mistakes and suggest improvements to make the scene more accurate and engaging. 

10.(Optional) Repeat and record: Encourage the students to repeat the improved scene. Use a recording device to film the final performance. This can be a fun way for
students to see their work and share it with others.
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9th to 12th Grades

Standards: 
Number: TH.912.H.2Title: The arts reflect and document cultural trends and historical events, and help explain how new
directions in the arts have emerged. 
Number: TH.912.C.1Title: Cognition and reflection are required to appreciate, interpret, and create with artistic intent. - 
Number: SS.912.H.3Title: Understand how transportation, trade, communication, science, and technology influence the
progression and regression of cultures. 
Number: ELA.12.C.2Title: Communicating Orally

Activities: 
1.Choose a historical event and adapt it into an improvisational story that includes interesting conflicts of interest, socio-
economic implications, and contradictory relationships between the main characters. 

2. Discuss the details of the chosen historical event and open a discussion on its main conflicts. 

3. Explain who each character is, their conflicts, goals, and role in the story that the students are about to improvise. 

4. Encourage the students to improvise five scenes of no more than 5 minutes each based on the historical event, with an
organized structure of introduction, main conflicts, and final resolution



THE ABC'S OF HIALEAH AN ALPHABET BOOK 

Students will create an "ABC Book" that highlights different aspects of Hialeah. This project will help them
practice certain skills such as alphabet recognition and ordering, writing sentences and researching facts

about their city. This lesson can be modified depending on grade level.













CITY OF HIALEAH CENTENNIAL FIND THE LANDMARK- MAP PROJECT

Description for the Teacher: The city of Hialeah will be divided into 4 quadrants. Important landmarks and
buildings will be identified and recognized in each quadrant (10- 15 buildings/landmarks) in each quadrant will be
recognized with brief descriptions on how they assisted in the development of the city of Hialeah. Students will be
able to identify the locations via stickers/cutouts/ or by marking it’s location on the map. After the 4 quadrants are

completed the maps can be pasted/taped/bound together to create a larger map of the city of Hialeah. 



CITY OF HIALEAH CENTENNIAL FIND THE LANDMARK- MAP PROJECT

Description for Students: The City of Hialeah is full of
amazing landmarks.

Your task is as follows: 
Find a detailed map of Hialeah and divide it into 4
quadrants (sections). Each group or student selects on
quadrant. 
Identify important landmarks and buildings in each
quadrant. Mark them on the map. You may find things
interesting other than buildings or landmarks and that’s
OK! 
Write a brief description of each landmark, building or
other identify feature for each place you have marked. 
Bring your completed quadrant to your teacher so that it
can be part of the whole map.



9th-12th Grade

Objective: Analyze the historical significance and future potential of Hialeah’s landmarks.

Materials: 
Comprehensive map of Hialeah divided into four quadrants 
Stickers 
Research materials (books, internet access) 
Presentation tools 
Essay guidelines

Landmarks: 
1. Hialeah Park: A historic site that played a key role in the city’s early development.
2. Amelia Earhart Park: Named after the famous aviator, it serves as a major recreational area
3. Milander Center for Arts and Entertainment: A hub for cultural activities and community events.
4. Westland Mall: A significant commercial center that drives local economy.

Activity: Have students conduct in-depth research on their assigned landmark. Students place stickers on the map and
present their findings to the class. Assign an essay on how these landmarks have shaped Hialeah’s history and what
their future impact might be.

CITY OF HIALEAH CENTENNIAL FIND THE LANDMARK- MAP PROJECT



CITY OF HIALEAH CENTENNIAL FIND THE LANDMARK- MAP PROJECT

Florida State Standards: 

9th-10th Grade: SS.912.G.1.1 - Design maps using geographic data. 

11th-12th Grade: SS.912.A.1.1 - Use research and inquiry skills to analyze American history using
primary and secondary sources.



“Steve” Bovo is Hialeah’s current mayor. Bovo has served since November
2021 and his 4-year term ends November of 2025. Prior to this role Bovo
served on the Hialeah City Council, in the Florida House of Representatives,
and on the Miami Dade County Commission. Link to site:
https://www.hialeahfl.gov/195/City-Mayor.

Grades 9-12: 

Option 1: “If I were Mayor-” Write an expository or persuasive essay telling
your reader what you would do as Mayor, You may compare your ideas with
the ideas and accomplishments of Mayor Steve Bovo. Note to teachers: You
may want to have a school-wide essay contest and send the winning essay to
the mayor. 

MAYOR OF HIALEAH:
ESTEBAN BOVO, JR.

https://www.hialeahfl.gov/195/City-Mayor%20Elementary


Option 2: Mock Interview- Create questions that one would want to ask the Mayor. Pick a partner. Research about the Mayor
of the City of Hialeah, Mayor Esteban Bovo Jr., and his accomplishments and life. Develop questions based on your research
that you would like to ask the mayor if you had a chance to interview him. Finally, have one student play the role of the mayor
and another play the role of interviewer and conduct a mock interview live in class. Have the rest of the class listen to the mock
interview and evaluate, based on their own research, if the student playing the role of Mayor Bovo was true to the mayor’s likely
responses to the questions. Your interview should last no more than 10 minutes. If you prefer, you may write out the script of
your mock interview or pretend the interview took place and write a summary of the interview instead of performing it live in
class.

In writing, an "indirect quotation" is a paraphrase of someone else's words: It "reports" on what a person said without using the
exact words of the speaker. It's also called "indirect discourse" and "indirect speech." 

An indirect quotation (unlike a direct quotation) is not placed in quotation marks. For example: Dr. King said that he had a
dream. 

A direct quotation presents the exact words of a speaker or writer, set off with quotation marks: Annabelle said, "I am a Virgo”
 
Keep these tips about direct quotes and indirect quotes in mind if you are writing a script or summary of your mock interview. 

MAYOR OF HIALEAH:
ESTEBAN BOVO, JR.



Standards:

ELA.10.C.1.3 Write to argue a position, supporting claims using logical reasoning and credible evidence from multiple sources,
rebutting counterclaims with relevant evidence, using a logical organizational structure, elaboration, purposeful transitions, and
maintaining a formal and objective tone. 

ELA.10.C.1.2 Write narratives using an appropriate pace to create tension, mood, and/or tone. 

Link to essay competition page:https://floridamayors.org/essay-contest/ 

Link to what is Home rule: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycqohM6sIxI 

ELA.12.C.2.1 Present information orally, with a logical organization and coherent focus, with credible evidence, creating a clear
perspective. 

ELA.12.C.1.3 Write arguments to support claims based on an in-depth analysis of topics or texts using valid reasoning and
credible evidence from sources, elaboration, and demonstrating a thorough understanding of the subject. 

MAYOR OF HIALEAH:
ESTEBAN BOVO, JR.

https://floridamayors.org/essay-contest/
https://floridamayors.org/essay-contest/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycqohM6sIxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycqohM6sIxI








ACTIVITY TEACHER GUIDE: CREATING HISTORICAL TRADING CARDS 
FOR HIALEAH’S IMPORTANT FIGURES

Introduction: This activity guide is designed to engage students in a hands-
on lesson where they create trading cards featuring important figures in the
history of Hialeah. Through this activity, students will learn about significant

personalities, develop creative skills, and interact with their peers in an
engaging and educational way. The lesson is adaptable for all grade levels

from K to 12, with variations that cater to different age groups.

Learn more about trading cards from: 

PBS’s History Detectives 

(See the end of the teacher guide for easy use student directions.)

https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/feature/trade-cards/index.html#:%7E:text=Trade%20cards%20were%20used%20primarily,was%20between%201876%20and%201904.
https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/feature/trade-cards/index.html#:%7E:text=Trade%20cards%20were%20used%20primarily,was%20between%201876%20and%201904.


Materials: 
Pre-cut cardboard pieces (trading card
size)
Markers, crayons, colored pencils
Scissors (safety scissors for younger
students) 
Glue sticks
Printed images or handouts with brief
descriptions of important figures in
Hialeah’s history
Research materials (books, internet
access, etc., for older students) 
Decorative stickers and embellishments 
Optional: Printer or digital tools for older
students to design and print cards

ACTIVITY TEACHER GUIDE: CREATING HISTORICAL TRADING CARDS 
FOR HIALEAH’S IMPORTANT FIGURES

Activity:
1. Begin by introducing the concept of trading cards and how they will
create their own cards featuring important figures from Hialeah’s history.
Provide a brief overview of the figures they’ll be learning about.

2. Distribute the pre-cut cardboard pieces and materials. Explain that
each student will create their own trading card featuring an important
historical figure. They can draw the figure, color it, and add details such
as the person’s name, a brief description, and fun facts. 

3. Guide the students through the process of creating their trading cards,
providing assistance as needed. Encourage creativity and make sure
they include key information about each figure on their cards. 

4. Once the cards are completed, students can share their creations with
the class. Depending on the grade level, they may also trade cards or
participate in a related game or activity, as outlined in the variations
below. 
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9th to 12th Grades

Standards: 
Number: VA.912.F.1Title: Creating, interpreting, and responding in the arts stimulate the imagination and encourage
innovation and creative risk-taking. 
Number: VA.912.C.1Title: Cognition and reflection are required to appreciate, interpret, and create with artistic
intent. 
Number: SS.912.S.5Title: Social Institutions/Identify the effects of social institutions on individual and group
behavior. 
Number: SS.912.A.7Title: Understand the rise and continuing international influence of the United States as a world
leader and the impact of contemporary social and political movements on American life.

Activity:
1. Students conduct thorough research on historical figures, selecting two to create highly detailed trading cards. They
focus on creating accurate and artistically impressive images, which will be assessed by the teacher. 
2. Students work on their trading cards over an extended period, receiving feedback and making improvements. 
3. Once the cards are completed, students curate an exhibition where they present their trading cards along with brief
presentations about the figures’ significance. The exhibition can include fun facts and engaging stories about the
personalities they researched.



Secondary Grades 6-12: Watch the video, via the link below, on the history of baseball cards- it’s what started the
trading card industry. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjLkP-xUwA8 (Be sure to watch the commercial first and click
pause before showing the video to students). 

A history trading card should include key details about a historical figure, event, or place, such as their name, a brief
description of their significance, relevant dates, location, major contributions, and a visual image, allowing for a quick
summary of their historical impact on the front of the card, with more in-depth information on the back. 

Do research about famous people from Hialeah and create a trading card about the person you research. You can also
propose that someone who is not recognized as someone famous from Hialeah SHOULD be famous for the good
things that they do. 

Create a trading card about your lesser known person from Hialeah accordingly. See the sample template below to
create your own trading card about someone famous from Hialeah. You can also search on the Internet for other
templates.

ACTIVITY TEACHER GUIDE: CREATING HISTORICAL TRADING CARDS 
FOR HIALEAH’S IMPORTANT FIGURES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjLkP-xUwA8

